Greater Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church
1045 16t Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-894-1393

September 06, 2026

. Jesus is a friend of mine,
} From so long ago.
When | need a special friend,
He’s so good to know.

| thank Him for the good times,
Talk to Him about the bad.

He helps me with my troubles,

He’s the best friend | ever had.

| tell him all my secrets,
And things | plan, that’s new.
| ask him for His blessing,
to show me what to do.

My Friend is always with me,
No matter where | go.

know He always loves me,

Because he told me so.

amily and Friends

Sunday, September 20, 2026
10 am

Guest Speaker:

Rev. Dr. James C. Givens
Mt. Olive AME Church, Fort Myers, FL

Theme:
Together We Pray- Together We Grow

Scripture: Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
And let us exalt His name together.
Psalm 34:3

Join us for this Celebration!
Thank you,
Fredrick Robinson, Vice Chaj




Trivia Question for
August 2026

Specify the duration which Jonah
spent in the abdomen of a whale?

On-line Streaming

August 2nd

Rev. Keturah Pittman
John 20:19-26

“Then Came Jesus”

August 09t

Rev. Dr. Sherrisse Bryant
1 Corinthians 12:25-27
“One Body, Many Parts”

August 16t

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Irby

Luke 6:38a

“You Can’t Fix What You Won’t Face”

August 23"
Youth Take Over Sunday

Rev. Don’Tavius Sanders
Pastor, St. James AME Church, Bartow
Joshua 1:9

“Step Aside”

Trivia Answer for
August 2026

According to the book of Jonah,
he was in the whale three nights
and three days. -

Trivia Question for
September 2026

Who built the first altar?

August 30t

Rev. Keturah Pittman
Exodus 14:8-15
“God’s Set Up”

PREACH THE

WORD

It's Still All About

Jesus




From The Pastor’s Desk

You Are the Light
of the World

Imagine a world without light. Think about darkness when you expect light. The things we take
for granted with each sunrise become nothing more than shadows. The bright color we have
become accustomed to fades into the dullness of the night.

Darkness is the absence of light. That's a powerful statement; darkness can only exist in the
absence of light. Light rules and God have made us creatures of the light. We were given the
light by the Giver of light.

All we have to do is shine. Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men that they may see your
good works and glorify the Father.” God has given His light to men. Darkness is removed by
light. The world is our battlefield and it’s full of darkness. As children of the light all we have to
do is how up. Darkness can’t exist unless we let it. Take the light God has given and remove
darkness from the world.

“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it in a bowl,
instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.”
Matthew 5:14-15

Thought For Today

Today, take time to give light to the world.

I will remove the darkness from any place | travel.
I will give light to those around me.

Be Blessed Today!

Memory Verse For Today

“The true light that gives light to all men

has come into the world.”
John 1:9




Slckle CeII Awareness Month September

St. Petersburg’s Sickle Cell Center: The Foundation for Sickle Cell Disease Research - St.
Petersburg Center for Excellence held its grand opening ceremony in September 2025.

The new facility, located at 4040 49t Street North, joins fourteen (14) other foundation-led centers
across the state.

Center and Local Updates

¢ New Facility Operations: The St. Petersburg Center provides specialized outpatient care,
such as IV therapies and transcranial Doppler ultrasounds, alongside clinical research.

e Transportation Access: State funding secured by local lawmakers provides dedicated
patient transport vans to help residents reach the 49t Street North clinic.

e Community Legacy: The clinic honors longtime local advocate Mary Murph for her decades
of work with families affected by the disease in the area.

e Mandatory Doctor Training: A recent Florida health law mandates that DEA-registered
practitioners prescribing controlled substances take continuing education on sickle cell
disease and pain care, aiming to improve emergency and clinical treatment experiences for
patients.

e Services Provided: Family Support Group, Scholarships, Educational Presentations,
Genetic Counseling, Christmas Activities / Gifts, Referral Services, Wishing Fund,
Emergency Family Assistance and Recreational Enrichment.

The center is dedicated to Mary Murph, the founder and president of the St. Petersburg Chapter of
the Sickle Cell Disease Association of America. She became an advocate for sickle cell disease
research over fifty (50) years ago after her two daughters were diagnosed with the condition. One
of them passed away from the disease.

e bl i According to the National Heart, Lung and Blood

Institute, sickle cell disease is an illness that
impacts hemoglobin, or the “major protein that
carries oxygen in red blood cells.”

Abnormal Normal
hemoglobin hemoglobin

This causes red blood cells to be inadequately
shaped and can result in blocked blood flow,
implications include severe pain, stroke, lung
issues, infections, and kidney disease.

Sickle cells
blocking blood flow

September is Sickle Cell Awareness Month. The
Sickle Cell Disease Association of America — St.
Petersburg Chapter will host a Sickle Cell fundraiser dinner and music extravaganza on Saturday,
September 26, 2026, at the University of South Florida ballroom.

The Health and Wellness Ministry



God is my friend
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intercessor
multiples
greater
choose

commandment
disciples
blessed

always

book of john
companion
reliable

iron sharpens
Friendship
intimate

lay down one’s life
each other

righteous
learned

servant

listens
father
tears
God

honour close

friend

depend

trust love walk

joy

known

wise



09/13 Terry Wright
09/14 Mary Murph
09/14 Linda Wilson
09/15 Eugene Dudley
09/15 Courtney Reed
09/15 William Smith
09/15 Lindsey Wilkins
09/15 Ja’Niyah Williams

09/01 Jannica Brown 09/16 Anthony Frazier

09/01 Ashlyn Diaz 09/16 Belinda Gipson

09/01 Latonna Lamar 09/17 Desiree Anderson 09/29 Deon Williams
09/01 Jovan Williams 09/17 A. Rosa Davis 09/29 Charbria Keys
09/03 Demeria Rembert 09/17 Joyce Harper 09/30 Patty C|Oy
09/03 Leo Wynn 09/18 Veronica Fowler 09/30 Patrick Flowers
09/04 Vera Muse 09/18 Jaelyn Hicks 09/30 Quincy Hicks
09/05 Aydan Clinton 09/18 Anthony Reed 09/30 Lance Holden
09/05 Tangela Murph-Bailey  09/19 Keyimirae Collins 09/30 Willie Ransom
09/05 Daniel Reed 09/19 Deleshea Harrington 09/30 Affie Mitchell
09/05 Javionna Williams 09/19 Austyn Pickens 09/30 Dozier Harrell, IV
09/06 Stiffi Davis 09/19 Tresa Williams 09/30 Tequila Young
09/06 Willie Mae Ivey 09/20 Ryan Watson

09/06 Roman Mathis 09/20 Sonja Green

09/06 Julian Vann 09/20 Nancy Walker

09/07 Aaron Montgomery 09/21 Merrell Laster

09/07 Lawanda Reed 09/21 Milan Patrick

09/07 Keisha Williams 09/21 Daniel Reed, I

09/07 Sikkina Wilson 09/22 Christopher Ervin

09/07 Gabrielle erght 09/23 Donna Butler

09/07 Tequila Young 09/23 Sherry Byrd

09/08 Daylon Rembert 09/23 Latricia Clarke

09/08 Tangela Johnson 09/23 Elise Jenkins

09/09 Manalito Bryant, Sr. 09/23 Lasonya Jordan

09/09 Whitney Davis 09/23 LaJonn Blair Lusk

09/09 Rufus Hammons 09/23 Precious McCollum

09/09 Carole Maddox 09/24 Jania McCant

09/10 Ivenas Collins 09/24 Giovonte Powell, Sr. OTEMDED'C DIDTHCTANE
09/10 Bessie Kirnes 09/24 Cheryl Reed SH)”MB”{ BIRIHSIONI
09/10 Tatiana Leonard 09/24 Kimberly Williams T appltire
09/10 Anthony Mosley, Jr. 09/25 Sarah Blair

09/10 Katrina Thompson 09/25 Chiquita Green Ayt e, ey s e
09/11 James Brown, Sr. 09/25 Saudi Polite the sapphire—Sepenbe’s Birthuione—s peeed
09/11 D’Quan KeyS 09/26 Newken Jokines for its deep blue glow and timeless strength.
09/12 David R. Bonsey 09/26 Candice Williams

09/12 Christian Davis 09/26 Trisch Mixon

09/12 Michael Ferguson 09/27 Ferdinand Bannister

09/12 Kyesha Robinson 09/27 Craig Thompson

09/12 Shenecika Russell 09/27 Alyshia Keys-Harris

09/12 Shaniqua Walden 09/27 Danisha Cromartie ) Do (O
09/13 Anre’ Juardon Davis 09/28 Keith Gordon hat the Clapphive Loes for You
09/13 Sharon Davis 09/28 Alicia Stewart Sharpens your mind & intuition
09/13 Jalessa Ford 09/28 LaPorsha Jackson SR
09/13 Gekarreo McCall 09/28 Shanna Baker Belige inriceal lgrce

09/13 Latoya Wright 09/29 Frances Scott



To Tonya Keys, the entire Keys Family, our
with Deepest Greater Mt. Zion Family and all other Family
QS) Members on the loss of our Beloved Member:

Brother Quentin Keys

To Daniel and Evelyn Reed, Eric Reed,
Reggie and Katrinia Reed, Phyllis
Dorsey and all other Family Members on
the loss of your Brother / Cousin:

Pastor Robinsky Anthony Reed
Gainesville, Florida

Sister Barbara Keys 1750 16" Street South, Unit 35279
Brother James Keys 652 52" Avenue South

Sister Kay Keys 3201 Burlington Avenue North, #405
Sister Daisy Powell 2350 9" Avenue South, Apt. 102
Sister Edna Stevens 2400 23 Street South

Sister Jasmine Walker 1955 29" Street South

Rev. Ira Whitson 1660 315t Street South

Nursing Homes and Rehabilitation Centers

Ms. Valerie Griffin Laurellwood Care Center, 3127 57t Avenue North, #10
Mr. Eugene “Geno” Harrell Angel Care Rehab Center, 4300 31st Street South, Room 22
Brother Herbert Keys Menorah Life, 255 59 Street North

v\ "
% \// Ms. Stephanie Cummings

(Request



' RIBLE

ISCOVERY

EDUCATING | EDIFYING | ENCOURAGING

Every Sunday - 8:30 -9:30 am

Senior Women’s Class - Rhonda Ryan
Number: 1-978-990-5076
Access Code: T777943#

Progressive Women’s Class
Monique Brown and Rosalind Macon
Number: 540-792-0189
Access Code: 375083#

Men’s Class

Brother Al Turner

Number: 848-220-3100
Access Code: 104516#

Youth Class — Rev. Dr. Sherrisse Bryant
Streaming at: greatermtzioname.org

Please Join Us!

Monday Wednesday - Frlday
; at 7:00 AM 5 )

Mid-Day Bible m
Every Thursday, 11:30 :00 PM

Please join my meeting from your
Computer, Tablethmartphone.
2
Join Zoolgn Mgeting
https://lus06web.zoom.us/j/55576972367?pw
d= ODNOanGaszengTthajBUR hQT

09 2.9
Meeting ID: 555 769 &
¥

Passcode: Bible Study




St. Petersburg District

Fourth Quarterly Conference
September 15, 2026 — 7:30 pm

Reports due by Wednesday, August 9, 2026

Leadership Training

For: All Officers, Presidents of
Boards, Clubs, Auxiliaries

Saturday, September 19, 2026
9 am

Facilitator:
Rev. Clarence A. Williams
Rev. Keturah Pittman

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Clarence A. Williams

Trustees
on Duty for the
Month of September 2026

Dozier Harrell
Leo Wynn

Please make contact with any
member of the Board of Trustees
if you need information about
building use, activities on the
grounds, or any other concerns.
If you need further direction or
have questions or concerns,
please call me, Fred Robinson,
Pro-Tem of the Trustee Board.
My phone number is listed on
Page 15.

Thank you,
Mr. Frederick Robinson

“The bectimee are
alyiajeLound when

Fiende & Tamil
galir raund



09/01

09/02
09/03
09/04
09/05
09/06
09/07
09/08
09/09
09/10
09/11
09/12
09/13
09/14
09/15
09/16
09/17
09/18
09/19
09/20

09/21

ible
iscovery

See What God Has Promised
Genesis 13:14-18

The Promised Land Revealed
Deuteronomy 34:1-12

God'’s Promised Rest

Hebrews 4:1-10

God’s New Covenant

Hebrews 10:14-18

Whom Shall | Fear?

Psalm 27

Be Strong and Courageous
Joshua 1:1-11

Hold Fast to the Traditions

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

Victory at the Sea

Exodus 14:21-31

The Lord Goes Before Us
Numbers 10:29-36

“Do not be Afraid”

John 6:15-21

Remember God’s Mighty Deeds
Psalm 77:11-20

Remember Jesus’ Saving Work
1 Corinthians 11:23-27
Crossing Into the Promised Land
Joshua 4:14-24

Live as God’s Treasured Possession
Deuteronomy 7:1-11

God Will Love, Bless, and Multiply
Deuteronomy 7:12-26
Strengthened in Every Circumstance
Philippians 4:10-19

Armed for Spiritual Warfare

2 Corinthians 10:1-5, 15-18
Christ Has Conquered the World
John 16:23-33

God Fights for God’s People
Joshua 10:40-11:5

God Brings Victory

Joshua 11:6-9, 16-23
Welcoming Strangers

Joshua 2:1-7

09/22
09/23
09/24
09/25
09/26
09/27
09/28
09/29
09/30
10/01
10/02
10/03

10/04

Faith Without Works is Dead
James 2:18-26

May the Nations Know God’s Salvation
Psalm 67

Faith to Live By

Hebrews 11:1-2, 29-31

God Shows No Partiality

Acts 10:34-48

Rahab’s Faith in Israel’s God
Joshua 2:8-14

Rahab is Spared

Joshua 6:6-17

Hold Fast to the Lord

Joshua 23:1-11

Reaffirming the Covenant
Joshua 24:1-13

Obey Christ's Commandments
1 John 1:8-2:5

No Turning Back

Luke 9:57-62

The Greatest Commandments
Matthew 22:34-40

God, Redeem Your People
Psalm 25:12-22

We Will Serve the Lord
Joshua 24:14-27

When asked, ‘What is more important:

prayer or reading the Bible?’

| ask, 'What is more important:

breathing in or breathing out?”

Charles Spurgeon

10



1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9

1

Black History
Trivia Answers

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Aretha Franklin

Black Swan Records

Ella Fitzgerald

Dorothy Dandridge
Creola Katherine Johnson
J. Ernest Wilkins, Jr.
Herman George Canady
George Walker

Georg Olden in 1963

J The drums of Africa
still beat in my heart.
They will not let me

rest while there is a
single Negro boy or
girl without a chance
to prove his worth.

Trivia Questions for the Month

Founded in Harlem, New York in 1921, Black Swan
Records was the first widely distributed, African
American-owned and operated record label in the
United States. Harry Pace established the label
Alongside songwriter W.C. Handy, which was in honor of Elizabeth
Taylor Greenfield, a famous 19™"-century African American opera
singer known as “The Black Swan.” This labels mission was to give
African American artists creative and economic control of their
talent. Some of their performers were Ethel Waters, Fletcher
Henderson and Trixie Smith. Now You Know!

1. What film, release in 2020, featured a predominantly Black
American cast and told the story of a legendary recording
session in 1927 Mississippi.

2. What accomplished Black American engineer and inventor
was awarded more than fifty patents and is known for his
contributions to the development of the Super Soaker water
gun?

3. Which person was not only the first Black photographer and
writer at Life magazine in 1948, but went on to become the
first Black American to write and direct a Hollywood feature
film in 19697

4. Which novel by ora Neale Hurston became a defining work of
the Harlem Renaissance?

5. Which Olympic sport did Shani Davis compete in when be
came the first Black man to win a gold medal?
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The Value of Things.......

A billionaire died at age 56 from pancreatic cancer. His last words give us pause for thought:

"In the end, money is just a part of life I'd grown accustomed to. But now, lying in bed with this
illness and looking back, | realize that all the fame and wealth | accumulated means nothing in the
face of death."

Take care of yourself. Treat others with respect.

The older we get, the more we realize that a $30 watch and a $300 watch tell the same time. A $30
wallet and a $300 wallet hold the same amount of money.

Whether we drive a $150,000 car or a $30,000 car, the road is the same and we arrive at the same
place. Whether we live in a 300-square-meter house or a 3,000-square-meter house, we are equally
alone.

True happiness comes from within, not from things.

Whether you fly first class or economy, and the plane crashes, you fall either way.

So... remember this: when you have friends or someone to talk to, that is true happiness.”
Five truths to remember:

1. Don't teach your children to chase money. Teach them to seek happiness. Then they will
understand the value of things, not their price.

2. Eat your food as if it were medicine, or one day you will have to eat medicine as if it were
food.

3. People who truly love you won't abandon you, even if they have every reason to. They'll
always find a reason to stay.

4. There is a big difference between being human and being kind.

5. If you want to go fast, go alone. But if you want to go far, go together.
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STEWARDSHIP

Managing God'’s Gifts To Us

Being God’s Steward

Being a good steward of God's money means recognizing that God owns everything (Psalm 24:1) and
you are a manager entrusted with His resources. Faithful management involves giving generously,
living within your means, avoiding heavy debt, and planning for the future.

Core Principles of Stewardship

o Acknowledge Ownership: View your income and possessions as belonging to God, making
your financial choices an act of worship and obedience.

e Give Generously: Support your local Church, Ministries, and people in need with a cheerful
and willing heart.

o Live on aBudget: Plan your spending carefully so you do not waste resources or live recklessly
beyond your means.

e Avoid Unnecessary Debt: Treat debt with caution, remembering that borrowing can bind you
financially and limit your freedom to give.

o Save for the Future: Set aside funds wisely to provide for your household and handle
unexpected needs without panic.

Core Areas of Stewardship

Time: Choosing to prioritize people, show compassion, and do good works each day.
Talents: Using your unique skills and creativity to help others and grow God’s Kingdom.
Money: Giving first to God, avoiding irresponsible debt, and budgeting wisely.

Creation: Caring for the earth, animals, and natural resources with respect.

Biblical Stewardship centers on responsibly using the time and resource God provides to perform daily

acts of love and service for others.
F A | THFU L
W AR [l S HE
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MEMBER
HIGHLIGHTS

September is National Sickle Cell Month

E ‘/’ o 7 3

When we think of Sickle Cell, immediately we think of Mrs. Mary
Murph, a woman of great faith in God with a charitable heart. She
has given her service to those who are less fortunate in health, and
Sickle Cell wellness. Her journey with Sickle Cell Disease (SCD)
started over 55 years ago with an aggressive campaign to connect
with people globally, despite having limited resources. Her efforts
included setting up the initial SCD office in her home while assisting
her own family members with the same illness. Patients have
reached out to her at 2:00 am to complain of racism and implicit
biases exhibited toward them by medical personnel in the ER and
the local hospitals. This was due to a lack of health equity, and
knowledge on SCD. Forging ahead with strength and courage, she
began to present Sickle Cell public awareness on radio, TV,
newspaper articles, and letters to U.S. Presidents, Congressmen.
She has walked the halls in the State, and National Capital lobbying
for Sickle Cell Disease.

Ms. Murph is very grateful for the office at the Evara Health Center
at 1311 22nd St. So. She has an impressive Board of Directors who
helps in advancing equity health care for SCD Clients . Over the
years, Ms. Murph has celebrated many accomplishments, honors,
and awards on the local, and National levels. To name a few, she
was featured on National Heart, Blood, and Lung Institute's (NHBLI),
"Today's Faces and stories of strength and perseverance of people
fighting Sickle Cell Disease." She recently received the Sickle Cell
Disease Association of America National Empowerment Award in
Chicago, lllinois for going above and beyond in championing the
needs of the Sickle Cell community. Ms. Murph is most honored to
have one of Dr. Bronte's 15 Foundations for SCD Research
dedicated in her name, a lasting tribute to her voice, her vision, and
her fight for a brighter future for Sickle Cell Disease.

Mrs Murph feels fortunate to have extraordinary members on the
Board, such as Ms. Lula Love, Dr. Carol Sims and Dr. Donna Pringle.

Youth Takeover Sunday
The Youth did take over in
your own wonderful, spirit-
filled way! Congratulations
Christian, Bree and all
other participants! Truly an
enjoyable weekend of

engaging activities, unity
and a wonderful worship
experience! Great Job.....

Our new page will be
highlighting both
children and adults.
If there is an
accomplishment,
recognition, award or
business you would
like to have highlighted,
please submit it to the
Church Office on or
before the 15" of each
month.

Thank you

WE ARE
WAITING FOR

14



Contact Information

Daniel Reed, Acting Pro Tem — Board of Stewards

727-244-6451

Frederick Robinson, Trustee Board Vice Chairman

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Irby, Clergy
Rev. Ira Whitson, Clergy

Rev. Dr. Sherrisse Bryant, Youth Minister

Dr. Donna Pringle, Health & Wellness
Malory Williams, Male Chorus

Patricia Needom, Class Leaders
Felicia Pizana, Women’s Ministry Chair

727-563-6054
727-244-1302
727-768-6178
727-608-7695
727-215-1512
727-687-6384
727-896-1085
727-452-1405

727-564-7393
727-815-6563
727-851-5339

Al and Courtney Gwyn, Couples’ Ministry
Shirley Kicklighter Morgan, Lay President
Valarie Lee, O.L. Nicks WMS President
Ariel Snead, YPD Director 727-220-6491
Donna Butler, Kitchen Manager 727-599-4215
Dozier Harrell, Sons of Allen President, Janitorial
727-656-0302
727-906-1200
727-433-2533

James Butler, Janitorial

Bessie Kirnes, Administrative Assistant

and Director, Board of Christian Education

Mable Gibson, Church School Superintendent
727-867-2562

GET CONNECTED
STAY INFORMED

Important

Telephone Numbers
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Cross and Anvil Human Services, Inc.

1207 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-821-0284
Fax: 727-821-0004

Office Hours: 10 AM -2 PM
Monday - Friday

All Members:

Please contact the Church Office to update
or check that your contact information is
correct with the Church listing.

Your attention in this important matter is
greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
The Office Staff

—

ark your Calendar

BOARB OF TRUSTEES
o |

Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

1045 16th Street South

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-894-1393

Fax: 727-827-4707
Website: greatermtzioname.org

Office Hours:

Helen Evans - MWF - 9 AM - 1:00 PM
Verna Thompson TTHF - 9 AM -1 00 PM

Ralph and Earline Gilbert

Your love, support, and thoughtful gifts
made my 90" birthday unforgettable.

This is 90!

16



